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Before the immensely
popular Nashville Star and
American Idol shows were
even a thought in a produc-
er’s mind, there was the
Country Showdown.
Described as America’s
largest country music talent
search, the annual event is
now in its 25th year. 

Local aspiring country
music artists are preparing
for the 25th Annual Colgate
Country Showdown as it
returns to Beaumont, with
preliminary rounds on July 6
and 13 and the local finals
July 27 at Antone’s on Crock-
ett Street. Clear Channel
Radio’s Kicker 95.1 hosts the
event and is looking forward
to seeing a great competition
with some amazing talent
again this year.

According to Kicker
95.1’s Mickey Ashworth, the
station once again received a
great number of entries from
superstar hopefuls up to the
June 29th deadline. “We have
to narrow all the entries
down to about 12 to 15 peo-

ple who will
compete in
the two pre-
l i m i n a r y
rounds,” he
said. “Two
will be cho-
sen in each
prel iminary
round to
compete on July 27 to be the
local winner.”

Over 450 local radio sta-
tions across the country hold
hometown talent contests
each spring with over 50,000
artists competing. The local
winners then advance to the
state contests where the
prizes include $1,000 in cash
and the opportunity to com-
pete at one of the five region-
al contests in the fall. The
five regional winners receive
an expense-paid trip to the
national final to compete for
$100,000 and the coveted
national title. Over $300,000
in cash prizes is awarded
annually throughout the four-
level competition.

The Colgate Country
Showdown is open to vocal
and/or instrumental perform-
ers and welcomes individual

acts or groups
with up to
seven mem-
bers to com-
pete. Contes-
tants must not
have per-
formed on a
record listed
in the nation-

al record charts of Billboard,
Radio and Records or the
Gavin Report within 18
months preceding the local
competition.

The grass roots music
competition is designed to
find the most promising
country music talent in the
United States and has been at
it for the past 25 years. It
gives aspiring artists a
chance to possibly launch
their professional careers.
Past participants have includ-
ed stars such as Garth
Brooks, Sara Evans, and
John Michael Montgomery,
who competed in the Country
Showdown on their way to
success. At the 1983 Nation-
al Final, Martina McBride
and Neal McCoy competed
against one another, only to
lose to The Jim Arnold Band.

In 1985, Sweethearts Of The
Rodeo won the National
Final before becoming one of
country music’s hottest duos. 

2005’s Southeast Texas
winner, Paige Price of Neder-
land, advanced on to the state
competition held at Six Flags
Astroworld in Houston. 

Ashworth said that the
2006 local competition
would be an exciting event
and that Antone’s would pro-
vide the perfect atmosphere
to feature the best and most
entertaining talent in the
area.

For more information call
(409) 896-5555.
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To round up votes and
share his southern charm,
Michael “Cowboy” Ellis, run-
ner-up on the hit CBS show
“Big Brother 5” and current
“Big Brother: All Stars” hope-
ful, visited Steve’s Landing
restaurant in Crystal Beach on
the evening of Saturday, June
24.

David and Pat Redwine,
owners of Steve’s Landing,
had met Ellis and his wife,
April, on a cruise not long
ago. When Ellis had the
opportunity to make personal
appearances in an effort to win
over some voters and fans in
anticipation of being on “Big
Brother: All Stars,” he added

Steve’s Landing at Crystal
Beach to his list of stops. 

“The restaurant was so
packed that night and every-

one had a great time visiting
with him (Ellis),” said Trisha
Redwine, daughter of Steve’s
Landing owners Pat and David

Redwine and “Big Brother”
fan. “Cowboy is such a good
people-person. He talked to
everybody and was so grateful

to them for coming out to
meet him.”

The 25-year-old “Cowboy”
from Durant, Okla. came in
second place on “Big Brother
5,” earning him $50,000. 

For its seventh edition, “Big
Brother” is bringing back its
most popular players. Twenty
former contestants have been
selected to vie for 12 slots
open in the house. In a first
for the show, the audience
will select its favorites by vot-
ing on-line at the CBS Web
site.

Polls closed at midnight on
June 28. The 12 houseguests
will be revealed on the July 6
installment.

Steve’s Landing is located
at 1290 Bayvue Dr. in Crystal
Beach.

‘Big Brother: All Stars’ hopeful visits Crystal Beach to round up votes

From left: Janna Redwine Sanders, Trisha Redwine, April and “Big Brother: All Stars” hopeful
Michael “Cowboy” Ellis, Pat and David Redwine, owners of Steve’s Landing.
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The 2005 Colgate Country Showdown Southeast Texas winner
was Paige Price of Nederland.

Aspiring country artists
get ready for showdown
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25th Annual Colgate
Country Showdown
local rounds begin
July 6 at Antone’s
on Crockett Street.

Troy Allan was a Colgate
Country Showdown winner
hopeful in the 2005 competi-
tion held at Wild Bill’s.


